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BRACKNELL AND THE GREAT WAR -

THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR ONE ON BRACKNELL

CONTRIBUTION
ON THE HOME FRONT

CONSCRIPTION PATRIOTIC

BRACKNELL
AND ENLISTMENT SENTIMENTS

BEFORE THE WAR

BRACKN ELL, d Iarge posting—village, N Local identity was used as propaganda  ‘Are they downhearted? NO. World War One is often credited as Throughout Berkshire women were were greater facilities than at present
the » arish of Warfield . un ion of to encourage enlistment and boost These men of‘the Berks Yeomanry levelling out so‘cial. diﬁerences in Br‘itain inFreasineg called upon to train as exist available for gaining the.
morale on the Home Front. and Berks Artillery would face Women working in aid of the war is milkers. knowledge. It is largely for this
Eastham PSteada hundred of COOkham, bullets as cheerfully as they did a vital example of this. Agricultural Committee Minutes [BRO] class of person that this course
County Of Berks; 4 miles (E) from WO kingham’ on ‘With war declared and mobilisation Lisleansey This national phenomenon was felt January 1916: “Dairying- The dairying has.besiingludec
the road to Windsor. proclaimed, the early days of even at local levels such as in Bracknell  industry of Berkshire is largely that of ~ January 1918- The decision was made
SO VAR N s SR M S August saw a wave of loyalty and - Berkshire and the War’ w and Easthampstead. milk selling and therefore it is hardly ‘to award certificates to those women,
union sweep Berkshire.’ £ likely that a special dairying instructor excluding National Service Volunteers,
v - : Miss Gale, pictured top right, of will ever be needed for County work, who have been milking since the
EREE Mobilisation proclaimed at iead";ﬂsi:dnr::i. L ORD CURZON AND LORD READING CALL FOR MEN f Easthampstead, was credited by yet there must be a certain number of  commencement of the War and
Many Bracknell men would heve Recruiting meeting at Reading Town Fial 2 Berkshire in the War as performing farmers’ daughters and others who previous to 1917, to the satisfaction
% farm labourer’s duties on Peacock Farm, would be willing to learn the art of of their employers and who have been
g ‘long before [it] was fashionable. butter-making and cheese-making, trained without state assistance’.

Red Cross Hospital, Oaklea,
Bracknell- Nurses and their

FOR HER OWN REGIMENTS? o |
Ighty and You’. Handmade Greeting Card. charges- men of the 6th

BRO D/EX1030/| South Wales Borderers.

In a small community such as Bracknell
‘WHY DELAY WHEN YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOU

By the early twentieth century Bracknell was a market town

within the rural Easthampstead District Council. In 1914, the e elbseEree o Inclvisllel sien el

Easthampstead District as a whole i S22 aeepenimpact than-in hhahs

comprised of 27,033 acres and a populace urban areas. For instance... SERGEANT CLAUDE SPENCER
population of 17,548 made up
of 3,452 families.

Pictured furthest left; lived at
lvy Cottage, Bracknell.

Well-known cricketer
Coached boys at Wellington and ' CELEBRATED FAMILIES ,
Bradfield Colloges. BRACKNELL’S CHARITY WORK
i i Pi d here: Th fMr. G. I
gl tllsiand the War. U BRI s o Mr. G. Searle, Following the War Charities Act of 1916, Since the Victorian era middle-class One such woman, Mrs Lilian Anne
produced by the Reading Standard New Road, Bracknell. [from top left] , N , , N ,
which prohibited any war charity from women, whose employment Berwick, ran Oaklea Auxiliary Hospital.

opportunities were severely restricted, Mrs. Berwick, born in Peckham, lived in

appealing to the public for donations
charity work enabled them to gain Bracknell with her husband Henry

or attempting to raise money, it was

throughout the duration of the war,
frequently drew attention to large

Pte. R. Searle, |st Battalion Royal
Berks Regiment;

Many of the young men depicted
in this early photo of Bracknell’s PRIVATE ALFRED YOUENS families with multiple members . : L . o . i
. : . : ) : necessary for all charities to register some responsibility and independence  William Beaven Berwick, and their
Football Team would most likely have engaged in active service. Pte. W. Searle, R A.M.C., First Canadian , , , , , , : :
B i vCluntarily o Born summer 1891 aged 23 at the BVSlnged but survived the war and i cent: with their local registration authority. outside the home. two servants. Mr Berwick, a private
e e start of the war Lived on Albert Road, lived on to the age of /5. secretary and estate agent, Was 31
pted. NS made bicycles prior to ‘ | Pte. H. Searle, Army Service Corps; Amongst those registered in Bracknell The Bracknell and Easthampstead years her senior.
Youens (Centre) depicted with two R i Bt H was a branch of the Red Cross, Oaklea  Belgian Refugees Fund was registered
IR (1 batt. Tiants Auxiliary Hospital. | 4th October [916. Nearly all Red Cross Hospitals were

) iy shut down following the Armistice.
This was instigated by Reverend |

Herbert Salwey of Easthampstead l;;‘
Rectory, aged 73 at the time. Berkshire g
was the home of hundreds of Belgian

refugees during the war.

the war. Served in the Royal Berkshire
Regiment, 6th Battalion.

other soldiers demonstrating the furs
worn by soldiers for protection and
comfort in harsh winters.

Regiment. f

Reproduced from Bracknell Town Football Club

‘Old Bracknell Wanderers’ (c. 1912)

‘Berkshire people are always to the fore
in the cause of charity, and when the
unfortunate Belgians took refuge in

this country from the brutal German
invaders, hundreds of them found
homes and friends in the county. Men,
women and children of all ranks and
ages were received as guests in private
families, or accommodated in furnished
homes, food and clothing being
provided by their hosts or by the public
at large.’- Berkshire and the War
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Killed in action in the Western

) ;IReading; raised
- European Theatre
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i ess Charlotte of Died |st April 1917, aged 25.
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3 ire Regiment), . .
'_-l-'[ _ & ) He is buried at Vermand Communal
| Cemetery, Picardie, France.

One for underage boys to join the army
as it was not necessary to provide proof
of age or even proof of name.
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This demonstrates the population
of Bracknell was most likely rural
orking class.
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BRACKNELL BOYS COMMEMORATION

ABROAD

MILITARY
FUNERALS

IN THE EVENT OF
AN INVASION

19th July 1919 Towns and Villages across the county celebrated the end of the war

The threat of the enemy forces was not absent on the Home Front. In the Land of the Pharaohs

These instructions detail what to do in the event of an invasion....

‘The war has alas! made the military

funeral an all too familiar sight, even to

the children, and there is scarcely a

village which has not seen the burial of

at least one of its sons who has taken up

arms. Some, it is true, had not been in ' =l
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Although World War One is most action, but nevertheless were waiting B, M:"mmli B

commonly associated with France and
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their turn "to do or die" and were
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Flanders, many Bracknell men can be stricken down in training. | = o : T8 Y Foye 4

traced to the Egyptian/Palestine ‘- Berkshire and the War’

Theatre of War.

‘The photograph (right) depicts a

procession at the burial of Alfred Davis,

Right: Bracknell men in Egypt. of The Orchards, Bracknell, a Territorial
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who had herocially battled with a dread

Top Row: Left to Right E. Brown, E. Ewins
and R. Cole. Bottom Row: C. Longhurst
(see above), H. Hearn.

illness and to his sorrow was unable
to answer the call to arms.

Aged 18, he belonged to H Company
4th Batt.Royal Berks Regiment and was

buried at Easthampstead by comrades,

while forty Boy Scouts attended out of

respect for a former brother scout.’

‘- Berkshire and the War’

The first camp on landing, April 1915

e Unveiled in 1924
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* Originally where Binfield Road
and Wokingham Road meet
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* Moved in 1950 to outside
St Joseph’s Church.

g history of

ful country.”

- Berkshire and the Wap

‘GALLANT DEEDS ON THE
WAY TO JERUSALEM’

* Gained Grade Il listing in
October 2012

-22nd November 1917- Mr.W.T.
Massey w/Palestine force
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Reproduced with permission from the Berkshire Record Office
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